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stage can learn to read at 8+ or 9 + , or as late as 10+ in the
junior school, provided they receive suitable instruction and
appropriate materials. There should be complete dove-
tailing between infant school or section and junior school
or section in respect to these pupils who have not yet
learned to read. The main objective of all teachers, in
either department, should be to get all pupils 'to learn to
read, and continuity is an essential factor in achieving this
objective. Reading is of immense importance to the child's
whole mental development. Apart from the obvious
limitations that disability in reading imposes on progress
in spelling, English, arithmetic, in fact in all subjects, it
produces in most cases personality maladjustment, so that
normal mental health cannot be maintained if there is
failure in reading. Every child, except the lowest mentally
^ defective cases and rare cases of cerebral lesion, can be
taught to read. Teachers and parents should distrust the
pseudo-psychologist who glibly labels children as word
deaf or word blind, because he doesn't know why they
fail to learn to read and to spell. Word blindness and
word deafness are extremely rare conditions.
Certain backward readers require special scientific
diagnosis of their conditions to discover their difficulties
and to plan methods to overcome their handicaps, but in
nearly all cases of reading disability this is a practical
possibility, as I have shown in some detail in Backwardness
in the Basic Subjects.
If teachers find that pupils are not making progress,
they should do as much as they can within their power to
find out why. Is the method right for this child ? Is the
material suitable ? Don't let the child drift. Reading
disability becomes increasingly difficult to treat the longer
it persists. Similarly, parents should adopt the same
enquiring yet not over-anxious attitude towards cases of
backwardness in reading.
It is in this spirit that I offer to teachers and parents the